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Sore of us atill recall the First Vorld Uapr that gualioned our penerciisn

E3

o tie fact of nistory. 'Catwtmp:vm was fros then on our bedfellone Histore

A%

wes ot 2 matter of the p:mt as & thoughtless phillosophy of the Hundred Veurs!

E3

seace would have us believes ind once sturded, 1t did not cease o haoion,

L3
T will seck to evoko the gscenes we have witooessed and tidse Lhe oeasere of

our frustrationse Oreat t‘:’lumpiw and grave disuppointuents havse bosn met withs

Howuve: , it is not such & balance of T eperiences, of achiova

s:c:m, timt Swnds W uestions lor am I scanning the horizon for & were brook.

The time has come to talke note of a much bloror ehangc.

- There ara slgns of a barrenness of the cultural Jest in.its encunater with
the world at lurge. hat mttm‘s hare 18 not tho lovel of 1t3 achicramenis in
literature or the arts, vwhich {lourish as only rarely before, but tho wal i

’ .

of its nind end 1ife values a3 meassured by the rect »f manikinde "‘w: mateinl)

34

and seientifle products of tho West are avidly consuced by the nascent nations,
bud with oan unconcealed contempt f'ar e fntery sretabions seb upon then by cur-
selvedse That cultural antity, the oul, of which thy thiakers and writers
ware the {raditional wehleles; is no longe:r listenad to, not ou aoconnt of ¢
&esﬁilfs»'public, a3 we persuade ourselway Lo balieve, but becauss A;?,i. has notiing
relovant to saye da must fuce this fuet squarely, even Lf 1t mouns loying bure
the essential naluxe of our civilization, us it i3 now roewoall iz itself, tosether

with the unewpectodly changed elrcustancos in w.zc‘a our vliimate convictio:

have Lo prove thesselves from tou omwarde
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Fince this is not a thearaticol dlsguisition I will simp]

Hing & public that is fairly surse to remsaber the opeuing sconote
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The Mussian Bovolution of 1717 was putently s continuation of the Frouch
Seveludtion of 1789, in it9 esstorn sdvunca. It smashed autecracy, (uve Llund
43 the possanty liberated oprressed natlonulities, wnd in addition oromised o

vid the industrigl sygtem »f the bilemlshes of exploltations In this iT0 heroll
are, Joviet sacislism was glven seif{less sup ort by the writers & *':; artists of

A% &

ste Thoy stecled their museles in sn eple defence of frsedor, demscracy

Pl

oad socialisn apeinet the pa,ran upourge of Teulonic Fascisme H 1¥loria porsotie

tion of Dolsheviks and Jews was in ths Tuotd esort direcied agsinst Chyistian

univorsalisa sud £t derivatives in the iadustrial presente KEis onuglanght on

truditional wlvm, voot and branch, Cro ibod the modern Veste lamna ils a em aney

evor the eivilized world and beyond, to tha tribal communities of Zanor fAsia and

tropieal Africa, & moral triumph crownsd by the vicelory of the poli.tical ‘est,

cnd its ally, the Soviet people, those baggars £ yosterday, over the “crmunic
wichte Sub the ralsing of the level of economic 1ife in in Russia fros the ethieal

inad fPamenco of a capitalist merket syatonm to the conselous repponsibll ty of a

seialiot basis did not by itself provent humun degredatisns The dafect of

fuselgm was almost yoversed by Stalints crimes. Tho diaﬂluaimm igad lost
stadus, stature and pelf-tonfidencze A shift in the cam_.;cntu& bolaica of

sver bnon evoled the spectrae of o third world wure A powor vaounn hol swalted
P ja P

from the disappearance of Cermun and Jopanose har ispherie gtructures croalling

ermity botween dcories and fnssia - 1slands of world power in an arpty otsolt -
which inevitebly wos a permanent menace o :wacé. e blast of llroshing
“emltiplied a 'bmus:md fold the throat of that vacuume &y sheer welz ht 0f
mrbam Fusgials army ovamwadcwod ;.ur‘.,bia and was a nlghtuare to dashinglone
The replecenont of chamby Vao on tho Chineso continent hit /ime:ica ags iF it
rad been defreuded of 1ts heritage. The British felt threatensd in the Rour
Fast and the Balkonse 7he Test now ensirped o5 a degignation for a political
*;m'e} groupince f4n atomic gttack on Hoviet Pu:m}a becane a possibilitye “ven

a Bertrand fussell odvocated breventive ware The thinkers, writers and artlsts,

0



doprived of a substance of their own, shut thelir oyes to reality. The nationul
uprioings in Asis, @ link in the chaln recction started by the Arerisan, Fronch

'3

apd Russian revolutions, was misresxd fm: a Corranist rampe Propuganda for

policias sel by povernuent oi’f’icim'?.u, hecsalves nere cops in the vheels of
Listory, appeared &3 the only funcilon to which Vestern intellsctun’s mow falt

confident to aspire. Yet at the oot of this luck of erautivily thoers lay o

2l change in the life conditions of the world as a vhole,

s the dust sattle:i the awe-inspiring foature of the morel lumiscaps
guerpede  Hol the cold wury nor t’:m civil wars in Asia stodd oute Mo mushroon
was the syibol of un.zpeazblc perﬂs, bo:n fion forces responsible for cur own
originse And municind begen to grasp the natare of the deselopment lhat neld it

in its grip.

The Tndustrial Revolution wuas & xmt«»“shmai in the history of runidind. Thrse
forces, t m"o'ry, economie orgunization md wicnes in this seguenge, cach
from separate and undlstinguished ;sh-wn whiagze, linked up, inconspisucusly at Tirst,
to form hardly a hundred years ago into & soeisl maclatrom, thet Ls still eumlf-
ing new und now millions of people in un lm*«si;ibla msie The contrapilons
wore the beginning, & movement towards a c.ﬂiwmmta orgenizing of markets
followed, sclonce -~ alnost a eemtury lutory bub with an aplesive GEoch —-

Joined up laste A1) thres then gatherad speeds techunliogy wnd sci-ngs Mumad

& partaership, eronomic organization made use of 1is chance, forn
eff ciency prineiple in production both by mariet mm plaming to verdl j;:.;l'Ei.;S
helghta, ¥ tern cultura is what sclence, technology and econsmic orginisa-
tion mutually minf-nmin? one am‘thar, unbiridled and unrestreined, are rmoking
of tmn's life. m.air babo“éination {seience’ and technology, & ’iﬂ.i ay economie
roopization) to our will o o progress that is hawon and to the fulfilimond
of & porsonality that s froe has beeoome a necessity of survivals It falls o

tho ¥est to diseipline its children. For the seciologist, muclear Cisiion,
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atom-bord and Aslan rovolutions muy woll seen to £111 into unrelated fields:
scienca, technology and polities.  jfetuslly they ars nyoxineie steps ia the
erowth of an industrisl civilization. iTogress tay ba pgospgraphical, thecrolical,
pragtical. The directions vury, the tendoney of advance is the suwa. For the
“est they represent ono problems low to find ersstive answers to red 5on81ibi Y-

ities to which it i1s cormitted by iis vaste

™e tasks of the cultur:l TWest are interlaced with tho reblrih of & conline
ente Incustrialization is for Asia not an abs-lute; it 1s asccomplished under
reservations. That these imply, only time will unfolds fThe Uest 18 held reSpone

gible for tho industrial, sclentific and economistle road on which cu- wo rid

hos evbarksde %o are in the docke Also the leaders of Western throght, entonge
led in power politics, were the moral victizs of the Cold War and its vislent
porversion of the mindse ihoy lost caste, when domoeraCy wuld mado Synorytoul
with capitallismy in the Usiele, wmi @xt:ional status was identifled with eoloalal
possessions, in Britain and E“mneé. Nestern s;ﬁiritual ascendancy, roinsd in the
1omz battle azainst Hitleriom was fritterod away in the hopeless sup ort of a

decaring past. _ :
S

Dut the perspectives in which we grow up have dﬁssolmd. Universelisa
postulated our jdentification with the wido -~ world, the oecomene; Its conquest
oy G t«-—:ci*mdlomcal civilization is unoxpectedly producing 'sa;; irate and distinct
cultures, all of them immétrial,' but mot only different on the capilialion -
socialism axls, but d!fferent moracver on other scales some of which are based
on incommensurable core valuese To penetrate and internalize the position In
which the vest 1s pleced is the taske A circumscribad, raduced Jest i3 both a
concentrated and radical Vest pnd an adjusmci, tolerant westy 4t ds the parvent

.

of the industrial society as woll as of its derivatives, and the eqal perbor

sf a family of such societliesy it is an ofishoot of & universalisa of a pro-

irdustricl type and the first resvssentative of a universalism of & posieindus-



trizl type; it 45 a result of early illusion nd of lote recognitions of o

mique sorty 4% has pasged thmugh tha libaral utspia of unrests <o frecdon
and the illiberal uto;ﬁia of gonacal resclationismy 1t hes probed o tho Liuriane

3o+ and 1ibortinismy traditionaliswm and anditraditionaliomy elovs 11t and
rob rules it has puosed through the methndoloriesl discoveries of ~suwerl T2
sod historieal specificitys of empiriciom und phasnomenolosys of logical poslite

ivism and syrboliswg thomism and eristentialiome S0 have other culluras. %

oone in the Same waye vestern universclism - this i3 the Jawish - Chiloilan e
joheritance - was the claim to a w.y of 1ife of univorsal validit, This roCe
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elved a massive ;opical content when the (est bocase the beerer of an lulusird
civilization which capitalist or socialist soon comprised almost half of the
plancte i'e were somehow thinking about and for the veste It was mot & conver-
sation, rather a séiritad mnologuce Jince no unowar Came, wWe carried on our
train of") thought uns'ga{ned, put 2190 uncontradicteds 1o ona was overruled,

bossed or mede to usten.' It was just that we mm withsut a partners
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THE NEW WEST
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Signs are multiplying of ayesisés in Western culture. \‘

less&bhgts implic,tions for the political West, grave\é‘vl u/ﬁ
mmi_éggf 4W e b /4uy M

paspe e
0.4»7 o pea 1:1;{&‘£; w v01 enﬁ@jg’Q Spengler's de%n@z;

of 'bhe West still s ands or g\/‘b a tested fajlure of a 8001ologlca1 fore—

: W AA/A- ) 2]
é st e r%y a bridlient atthors m futile
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and harmful to ﬁ guessing what the future may hold. More insight info th

7  present is what we need./
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Brea—dectimes—in—the—past may be risks—to dFte.

e end of the

feaee
¥d cty. B.C. He maarfbéetw

Toynbee preferred to reckon the decline of history from
classical republic, somewhere about the middle of the t
.right of course, though he relegate{'thereby to theage of stagnation and decay,
arcus Aurelius and the spread of

the Gracchi, Julius Caesar, the Augustan age,

Christianity from India to western Irelsmd, including the establishment of most

of the sites of European civilization. By all measures, eventful declinel (Qﬁ
.,». showing; the—present—peddicame 5f—the-West might just—es—well result in
R + in-the reverse, in a spreading over-of Buddhism

i%s ebirtih he Heovo-i o bhe-—re

o the Christian worldk History teaches us to guard against the-Lempbabien

napfiine—en 8§ coursSe—tn—sadvance.
Let us draw our dlstlnctlons : Western culture is a network of v-lues of
gQ XL, b OTigins /aﬁﬂ.‘ evolved in the Mediterranean and around the Atlantw‘c 3
otlas

"The West" as currently understood is a grouping of fezees Powers which Justl

its activitjes in terms of those values. The crisis of 'l"estefn culture, at least

Weslore et has 16ige Sire ah & Shasen v & st
in the form in Wthh it has arisen, sternis prec:.sely fro thls e?:gmmﬂ. PZE»

wey e e - I :
Whether e® rﬂb a erigis Zas—drre +o—f=z11, may seem a moot po:Lnt’ éﬁéﬁgh’ﬁt?ﬁof’

entirely se. % suddeness with which it set in and the depth to which the
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prestige of Western culture hasp‘ sunk was 9@ caused by the identification
A
of democracy with capitalism in the United States emd in the 1950ies and of

Ul pia A vvm;as,dﬂ‘
A in Great Britain snd France. MZJZ must be

national status with
clear to the onlookers that unless these false identifications are reversed, the
fateful impetus must persist.

The distinction between the political West and Western culture is/\vital to
the unraveling of the knot. Iae grovﬁtﬁ and expansion of that culture is accompanied
by a recession of Western power, ms is the imprint of the crisis. To employ the
word "civilization” for a whole area of statehond cemented by a definite cudture,
we may say that whether Western civilizatior:f;rill be declining or not may well
depend upon the failure or success of Western culture to free itself from power

entanglement and make a bid for universality.

What appears as a decline of Western civilization is a loss of prestige of
Vg&*—‘i% E T ey ; : e
Western o ts prime cause lies in an historical development which is

[

increasingly making our cultuee a mgre instrument of power gii policy, at a time

when that culture is challenged by g&g%/tasks of great magnitude.
T ~.
The awakening of Asia and Africa to nationhood is accompanied by a
m geographical expansion of material U-t-e(' euij s, while some essentials of
our culture are rejected at the same time. Inner freedom and Mw devel—~
opment are the prerequisites of the universalization of our culture. Hence}he

fateful obstacle that political entanglement causes for the creativ% fﬂe&l‘q‘ 9__@/.,_7

our culture. C : C&—P@vﬁvlu -

ﬂémitteé}.}s,__gﬁeaking in political and military terms, the incipient awakening
of Asia dnd Africa to modern nationhood has shaken the supremacy which t he European
enjoyed since he Had raised the siege of Vienna bs’ the Turks, in 1683; and, if we

exclude Ruddia from the ranks of the West ( an ac% of doubtful justification on






